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The formal vehicle through which poli-

cies are made and affairs of state are
conducted.

of the king and queen of Spain,

ith the support
a quicker water

World” on his journey to find
anded in India, he named the native

ns. After the news of Columbus’s expedition, other explorers sponsored
o and Juan Ponce de Leon, traveled west looking for
t and Sir Frances Drake from
soon launched

n 1492, Christopher Columbus, W
landed in the Bahamas in the “New
route to India and its riches. Believing he had 1
peoples India
by Spain, such as Hernando de Sot
gold, furs, and rich soil. Adventurers such as John Cabo

England and Giovanni da Verrazano, an Italian sponsored by France,

their own expeditions.

These explorers were not
monarchies supporting them wa
France, and England more than we

which greatly enlarged their national treasuries.
As nations began to compete for lands, Pope Alexander V1, who claimed all lands

for God and thus the Roman Catholic Church, issued a proclamation in 1494 that drew
a north/south line through the Western Hemisphere, giving the west to Spain and the
east to Portugal. Spain occupied settlements in Florida and eventually the entire South-
west and what later became known as the Louisiana Purchase.
By the mid-1500s, France, Holland, and Great Britain were engaged in exploring
North America. French fur trappers moved throughout what is now the eastern parts of
Canada and established a settlement in Quebec. To facilitate trade, trappers knew that
they must establish good working relationships with several Indian tribes. In sharp
contrast, the Spanish enslaved American Indians and treated them with brutality. It
wasn't to be too long before France, Holland, and Great Britain recognized the potential
offered by the New World and sought to seek land previously claimed by Spain.

hing permanent residences. The

interested in establis
s. Spain,

nted to claim native lands for themselve
lcomed the gold, furs, and new agricultural riches,

In this text, we explore the American political system through a historical lens.

This perspective allows us to analyze the ways that the ideas and actions of a host

of different Americans—from European explorers, to Indians, to colonists, to the
Framers of the Constitution as well as the global citizens of today—have affected how
our government—the formal vehicle through which policies are made and affairs of

state are conducted—works.

ROOTS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT:-WE THE PEOPLE

1.1 Trace the origins of American government.

Much has changed since the earliest explorers and settlers came to the New World
The people who live in America today differ greatly from those early inhabitants Ir;
this section, we lay the groundwork for the study of the United States today b lolok-
ing at the earliest inhabitants of the Americas, their initial and ongoin intecht'

with European colonists, and how new Americans continually built ogn h 10n.s
ences of the past to create a new future. € Sapsrls

The Earliest Inhabitants of the Americas

:1yd .the time the first colonists arrived in what is now known as the United Stat
histlf;l;g:z :;o;ie}faha]d ‘t?een lnfmg in the area for more than 30,000 years. M(j:;
R gt Beeo.oglssts b.el.leve that these peoples migrated from present-day
s throug Comme:tngS trait into North {\merica and then dispersed throughm;t
eeited al et s. Some debate c.ontmues, however, about where they first
ether they crossed an ice bridge from Siberia or arrived on boats

from across the Pacific. O
. Other peopl
T — peoples came from the Southern Hemisphere and
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The indigenous peoples were not a homogeneous group; their cultures, customs,
and values varied widely, as did their political systems. The number of these indig-
enous peoples, who lived in all parts of what is now the United States, is impossible
to know for certain. Estimates by scholars, however, range from 100 million people to
many more. These numbers quickly diminished as colonists brought with them to
the New World a range of diseases to which the indigenous peoples had not been
exposed. In addition, warfare with the European settlers as well as within tribes not
only killed many American Indians but also disrupted previously established ways of
life. And, the European settlers displaced Indians, repeatedly pushing them westward
as they created settlements and, later, colonies.

The First Colonists

o North America for a variety of reasons. Many wealthy
Englishmen and other Europeans left home seeking to enhance their .f‘ortunes..With
them came a host of laborers who hoped to find their own opportunities f?r riches.
In fact, commerce was the most common initial reason for settlement in North

Amiic: 'first permanent English settlement was 'established in ]?dmelsto;g;; \ﬁlrglfl?la;
in 1607 by a joint stock company seeking riches in the New World. nttl ! ,1 e lt:e
slaves arrived there. In 1609, the Dutch New Netherland Cor?lpalny ;e Let a ;):11%626
Hudson and lower Delaware Rivers, calling the area New Netde; an s.n e; ne;'ian tribé
the Dutch West India Company purchased M.anhattar; I;la:tor ;)ln; ain Indian trbe
and established trading posts on the Hudson River. Bot . c,)r Manhfttlan TN
Albany, New York, and New Amsterdam, New York CXI); (Sm et ﬂoci(ed -
Populated. oot by colgnists but b};{sa:(al.‘f ?6e6r;p\t)<fl'ze;ttlers ffom Finland, Germany,
N ed New York1 - : '
anec‘lN Si?j;:d’?}:z S:;Z;nimmigrants also included free blacl;f].u'l‘;l;foe;h;: Elei, r;zlrali
Mix created its own system of cultural inclusiveness that con

City and its citizenry unique today (see Figure 1.2).

Colonists journeyed t

FIGURE 1.2 WHAT DID
COLONIAL SETTLEMENT LOOK
LIKE BEFORE 17007

Prior to 1700, pockets of colonial
settlement existed along the east
coast of what became the United
States, from present-day Virginia to
what is now Maine. These settlements
were divided among a number

of colonial powers, including the
English in the northeast and around
the Chesapeake Bay, the Dutch in
what is present-day New York, and
the Swedes, largely in present-day
Delaware.

Chesapeake Bay

I English
Dutch
B Swedish

amestown
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4 Chapter 1

Mayflower
The ship carrying pilgrim settlers from
England whose arrival in Massachu-_
setts in 1620 is considering a founding

moment for the nation.

Roger Williams

Seventeenth century religious and
political leader who was expelled by
Puritans in Massachusetts and then
established the colony of Providence
Plantations that later became Rhode

Island.

Anne Hutchinson

Seventeenth century political leader
and thinker who supported religious
liberty.

Thomas Hooker
Colonial-era politician who supported
expanded voting rights.

William Penn
Quaker leader and supporter of religious
tolerance who founded Pennsylvania.

WHO WAS ANNE HUTCHINSON?

Anne Hutchinson was a midwife and
minister who challenged the prevail-
ing religious thinking of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony. She was expelled
from the colony and went on to found
a new settlement at Portsmouth,
Rhode Island, attracting many women
to her views on Christianity.

on Takes Root

stants known as Puritans |

hey found themselves © ‘
Massachusetts. These new settlers di ‘
ho saw their settlements as commercial ventures.

the Puritans (also called Pilgrims, a term

used to describe religious travellers) came instead as fa.milies Bgwnd t cipether bgla
common belief in the powerful role of religion in their lives. Th'ey believed the Old
Testament charged them to create “a city on a hill” that woul.d shine as an exa@Ple of
righteousness. To help achieve this goal, they enforced a strlc.t c<')d.e of éuthorlty and
obedience, while simultaneously stressing the importance of individualism.

Soon, the ideas at the core of these strict puritam'cal values faced challenges.
In 1631, Roger Williams arrived in Boston, Massachusetts. He preached extreme
separation from the Church of England and even questioned the right of Europeans to
settle on Indian lands. He believed that the Puritans went too far when they punished
settlers who deviated from their strict code of morality, arguing that it was God, not
people, who should punish individuals for their moral shortcomings. These “heretical
views” prompted local magistrates to banish him from the colony in 1635. Williams
then helped to establish the colony of Providence Plantations. Providence, now the
capital of present-day Rhode Island, was named for “God’s merciful Providence,”
which Williams believed had allowed his followers to find a place to settle.

A later challenge to the Puritans’ religious beliefs came from midwife Anne
Hutchinson. She began to share her view that the churches established in Massachu-
setts had lost touch with the Holy Spirit. Many of her followers were women who were
attracted to her progressive ideas on the importance of religious tolerance, as well as
on the equality and rights of women. Authorities in Massachusetts tried Hutchinson
for blasphemy for her views and banished her from the colony. She and her followers
eventually settled in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, which became a beacon for those seek-
ing religious toleration and popular—as opposed to religious—sovereignty.

Thomas Hooker, too, soon found himself at odds with the Calvinist Puritans in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony. Hooker believed they were too narrow-minded; in his view,
all men should have the right to vote regardless of religious views or property qualifica-
tions. He and his supporters thus relocated to the new colony of Connecticut, where
they de\{eloped a.set.tlement at Hartford. Hooker’s words inspired the drafting of the
ot i, Dot b e bl preeniv prermen
1632, King Charles I granted a well-known En( lishé t‘l':’ 11' e e
Baltimore, a charter to establish the Catholicgcol " George- M e Lo

7 ony of Maryland in the New World. In
1681, King Charles II bestowed upon William Penn a charter giving him sole ownership of

a vast area of land just north of Maryland. The king called the land Pennsylvani o c,)
Woods. Penn, a Quaker, eventually also purchased the land that is pr : t ?jma’ O Penn's
In this area, Penn launched what he called “the holy experiment, ”Ptfrs oy Pelayase:
%md Europeans, including German Mennonites and Lutherans ’ax?d I?:ehr?ci (;Iﬂ:.er zersti-
: , : 4 nots.

e survival of Penn'’s colony is largely attributable to its ethnic and religious di\'efgty.

A Religious Traditi

In 1620, a group of Prote
Destined for Virginia, t
Plymouth, in what is now
in Virginia and New York, w
Adhering to Calvinist religious beliefs,

eft Europe aboard the Mayflower.

ff course and landed instead in
ffered from those

FUNCTIONS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

1.2 Explain the functions of American government.

The peopl i i i
people who settled in colonial America were a diverse lot. They were driven to settle

in the N i

i Th S;N“\:;florld hfor a variety of reasons, including religious freedom and economic

sy tas,k toe(;\ei’ e colonists declared independence from Great Britain in 1776, it was
ise a system of government that served all of these citizens’ 'm‘temsts
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