AP Government & Politics with Honors Civics/Economics 2018-2019
Unit 6: The Legislative Branch (Congress)
OVERVIEW

Congratulations on surviving the first part of our course! As we move into the Spring Semester, our focus will turn to the institutions of government and policy making.  The AP curriculum emphasizes the institutions of government. As a result, each branch of government will have its own unit and we will begin with the Legislative Branch.  During this unit, we will also begin our formal review for the exam (scheduled for Monday, May 6). Please pay special attention to the class website and email if we miss school due to weather.  

JHS DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES
Sponsored by the Social Studies Department, the series brings four dynamic speakers to our campus during the Spring Semester.  Each event begins at 7:00pm. Bring family and friends with you.  Our speakers for this year are as follows:

· Wednesday, January 30 – Steve Schewel, Mayor of Durham. He is also the founder of The Independent and is a former professor in the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke. This town hall event will be in the Cafeteria.

· Wednesday, February 13 – Pierce Freelon. He is a professor, director, musician, Emmy-Award winning producer and founder of Blackspace. His event will be in the Auditorium. 
· Tuesday, March 19 – Dr. Sarah Gaither, Assistant Professor of Psychology. Her talk, titled “Mixed Experiences: Biracial Identity Flexibility and Denial,” will be in the front lobby.

· Wednesday, April 17 – Panel Discussion on the Desegregation of Jordan High School. Panelists include Belinda Jones, Maurice Hayes, Charles Blackmon, and Elnora Shields. This event will be in the front lobby.

IMPORTANT NOTE: The event on January 30 is REQUIRED as it relates to our course curriculum. Students will attend, take notes, and complete a reflection as assigned in class. Those students unable to attend, for a legitimate reason, will be offered an alternative assignment. You may choose to attend the other two events for extra credit. 
PROJECT

One of our responsibilities as citizens of this country is to be informed.  Though we have been integrating current events throughout our discussion, your project for this quarter will include a more formal analysis of recent happenings that specifically deal directly with both the Legislative and Executive Branch.  Your mission if you choose to accept it (and you must) is to find 20 different current events articles, no more than two from the same source.  You should complete the article analysis sheet at the end of this unit plan for each article.  Yes, make your own copies.  Afterwards, please write an analysis/reflection that addresses the following points:

· What have you learned about the Congress and the Presidency through the articles? Think about the characteristics, challenges, obstacles, relationship with other institutions of government, and conclusions you can draw about that institution.

· What issues are driving the public agenda based on what you have read about Congress? What are the most important issues? Is there any debate over the role of Congress with regards to the issues that are mentioned? If so, what are the debates?

· What terms from our units on Congress and the Presidency have been reinforced through the current events/issues discussed?
· What sources did you use? Did you detect any bias in what you read? If so, what was it and how does it impact our larger understanding of Congress and the Presidency?

The format for this analysis is as follows: typed, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, Times New Roman, and a minimum of 3 pages (no more than 4).  Your writing should be flawless – assume that the English Teacher From Hell will be grading your paper.  You must submit your project in a folder – 10 articles and analysis sheets in each pocket. YOUR FINAL PROJECT IS DUE FRIDAY, MARCH 1st, and will count as an AP GoPo test grade.
AP EXAM REVIEW

During this unit, we will also begin our formal review for the AP Exam.  One of the ways you will be doing this is through CONCEPT CARDS, self-created review cards that you will be creating as a study resource.  Each concept card must have a concept on the front and a minimum of 3 pieces of information on the back. Concepts cannot simply be basic vocabulary words.  They should NOT be done in complete sentences and must be your original work.  Consider the following examples:

· Unit 1 – “Duties” (front), “Pay taxes, obey laws, attend school, serve in court, defend the nation” (back) 
· Unit 3 – “Religion Supreme Court Cases” (front), Engel v. Vitale – no prayer in public school, Wisconsin v. Yoder – Amish students in 
               school, and Lemon v. Kurtzman – three part religious test
· Unit 4 –  “Voting Amendments” (front), “15 – suffrage for black males, 19 – suffrage for women, 26 – minimum age to 18” (back)
  d
For each submission, you should create FIFTY concept cards.  Each set of Concept Cards will count as a Civics test grade.  They will be collected on the following dates:  
· Thursday, February 7 – Unit 1: History and Citizenship (Chapters 1, 2, and Online)

· Thursday, February 21 - Unit 2: Constitutional Underpinnings and Federalism (Chapters 2, 3)
· Thursday, March 7  – Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Chapters 4, 5)
· Thursday, March 21  – Unit 4: Political Beliefs and Behaviors (Chapters 10, 12)
· Thursday, April 4 – Unit 5: Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Media (Chapters 11, 13, 14)
· Thursday, April 18 – Unit 6-8: Three Branches of Government (Chapters 6-9)
UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. Discuss the evolution of Congress from the framers to the modern day.

2. Describe the constitutional provisions that define the Congress.

3. Analyze the ability of members of Congress to represent their constituents.

4. Describe how incumbency and redistricting help members of Congress to stay in office.

5. Assess the roles of leaders, parties, and committees in Congress.

6. Describe the characteristics of members of Congress.

7. Describe the characteristics, responsibilities, and powers of Congress. 

8. Describe the factors that influence how members of Congress make decisions.

9. Evaluate the strategic interactions between Congress, the president, the courts, and the people.

10. Identify the four kinds of representation; explain why the functions of representation and lawmaking often conflict.

11. Compare the differences between the House of Representatives and the Senate.

12. Provide examples of checks and balances with regards to Congress.

13. Delineate the role that the Framers expected Congress to play.

14. Describe the formal process by which a bill becomes a law.

15. Identify reasons why the public dislike Congress.
UNIT CALENDAR
Tuesday, January 8

MIDTERM EXAM

Homework:
Read and take notes on Article 1 from the US Constitution (See Appendix II, p. 417) and watch/take 
                                       notes  on the video The Bicameral Congress: Crash Course Government and Politics #2
Wednesday, January 9

Discussion:
Multiple Choice Analysis/Essay Rubric, Unit 6 Overview

Homework:
121 to the top of 127 (skip “American Politics in Comparative Politics,” 125-126) 



Supreme Court Case Analysis: Baker v. Carr  (from resource posted on website)
Thursday, January 10
Discussion:
Roots of the US Congress 



Activity: Characteristics and Powers of Congress


Supreme Court Case Analysis: Baker v. Carr
Homework:
Read/take notes on the History of the US Congress (note: read only the “History” section of the website) and read No Other Congress Has Ever Looked Like This
Friday, January 11   
Discussion:
Video: The Congress
Homework:
127-132 and Home Style by Richard Fenno 
Monday, January 14
Discussion:
Representing the American People: Part I – Demographics


--Articles: Home Style (Fenno) and Congress: The Electoral Connection (Mayhew)



--Political Cartoons

Homework:
Read and take notes on North Carolina’s Gerrymandering Puts Democracy on the Line
Tuesday, January 15
Discussion:
Representing the American People, Part II: Gerrymandering (Video: Gerrymandering Explained)


Supreme Court Case Analysis: Shaw v. Reno 

Homework:
132-139 
Wednesday, January 16
Discussion: 
Congress Structure: Organization & Leadership


Video: Crash Course: Congressional Leadership and Committees
Homework:
139-142
Thursday, January 17
Discussion:
Powers of Congress, Part I: How a Bill Becomes A Law


Video: How A Bill Becomes a Law
Homework:
Read and annotate the article Stalemate by Sarah Binder
Friday, January 18
Discussion:
Finish How A Bill Becomes A Law



Start Film: Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
Homework:
Read and take notes on the following articles: The Senate Filibuster, Explained (NY Times), and Hamilton Flays the Filibuster – and Slams the Senate (The New Yorker), and 2 Pros and 3 Cons of Ending the Filibuster (Conservative Review). Know the pros and cons of the filibuster!
Monday, January 21

No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Tuesday, January 22

Discussion:
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
Homework:
Work through this LawCraft Simulation (click “no thanks” when asked to register an account). The goal is to gain a better understanding of the lawmaking process
Homework:
142-146

Wednesday, January 23
Discussion: 
Powers of Congress, Part II: Budget and Oversight
Homework:
146-150
Thursday, January 24
Discussion:
Case Study – Government Shutdown or Possibly A Bill Simulation


 

Homework:
Study for test
Friday, January 25
Discussion:
Writing the Argumentative Essay/Review for test
Homework:
Study for test
Monday, January 28
TEST: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

REVIEW GUIDE: Part I – Terms & Concepts: 
Directions: Provide the significance for each of the following concepts. 

Allocative Representation

Apportionment

Appropriations Bill
Article 1, Section 7

Article 1, Section 8

Article 1, Section 9
Attitudinal view

Bicameral (legislature)
Bill

Casework

Census

Closed rule

Cloture

Coattail Loss

Committee of the Whole

Compensation and Fringe Benefits

Concurrent resolution

Conference Committees
Congress
Congressional Budget Act of 1974

Congressional Budget Office

Congressional Oversight
Congressional review
Constituents

Delegate

Descriptive Representation

Ex Post Facto

Expressed/Enumerated Powers
Elastic Clause/N & P Clause
Qualifications and Terms

Filibuster
Framers 
Franking Privilege

Gerrymandering

Habeas Corpus
Hold

House Rules Committee
Ideology

Impeachment
Implied Powers
Incumbency Advantage
Joint Committees

Joint Resolution

Legislative Agenda

Logrolling
Majority leader
Majority-minority District
Marginal district

Mark up

Midterm Loss

Minority leader

National Lawmaking

Norms

Open Rule

Organizational view

Override

Partisan Gerrymandering

Party polarization

Pigeonhole

Pocket Veto

Policy Entrepreneurship

Policy Representation

Pork Barrel Spending

President of the Senate/VP 

President Pro Tempore

Pro-Incumbent Gerrymandering
Programmatic requests
Quorum

Racial Gerrymanding

Reappointment
Reconcilation 
Redistricting

Representational view

Representatives

Resolutions

Restrictive rule

Riders

Roll-call vote

Rules Committees

Safe district

Select Committees

Senators 

Seniority Rule

Sequential referral
17th Amendment
Simple resolution

Speaker of the House

Standing Committees

Strategic Politicians

Symbolic Representation
27th Amendment
Unicameral

Veto

Voice vote

Whip

REVIEW GUIDE: Part II –Short Answer Questions
Directions:  In your own words and with developed analysis, answer the objective questions which appear earlier in the unit plan. 
Current Events Article Analysis

Title:
__________________________________________________________________________

Author:
___________________________________

Source:
___________________________________

Summary:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Response/Reflection:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Quotes (one quote that stand out):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question (one question that remains after you finish):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
