Writing/Discussion Prompts:

Prejudice and “A Class Divided”
      Choose one or more of the prompts below and write a thoughtful, reflective essay of at least one page.  As long as you’re dealing with the issue of “prejudice,” feel free to go off on any path you desire.  Please type and edit this assignment.

1.  What is “the problem”?  Is it people of color, or is it the negative reactions of majority group members to the differentness of others?  Whose problem is it?

2.  Cite parallels from today’s society to the attitudes and behaviors of the participants in “A Class Divided.”

3.  Who do you feel is responsible for the existence and elimination of racism in our society:  schools?  Your parents?  Religious leaders?  The government?  The heads of major corporations?  The legal system?  You?

4.  Minority group members and women see many white people in positions of power in much the same way that members of the “inferior” group perceived Ms. Elliott during the exercise.  What effect might that perception have on the productivity of a business?  The effectiveness of education?  The respect or acceptance afforded law enforcement personnel?  The credibility of political figures?  The perpetuation of our democratic way of life?
(#’s 5-10 are statements that have been made by people who have seen “A Class Divided.”  Respond to one of these statements.)

5.  We solved all these problems in the 1960s and 1970s.  Let’s stop talking about the past and get on with the task of making the future better.

6.  Christian love is the answer to this problem.

7.  Why is it so bad to use the word “nigger”?  I hear blacks use it to each other all the time.

8.  I should not be held responsible for the behavior of my ancestors.

9.  The Irish and Italians made it in this country in spite of discrimination.  Why can’t blacks pull themselves up by their own bootstraps, too?
10.  The discrimination suffered by women in this society is just as harmful as that suffered by people of color.

