
Second-Quarter Group Project

AP Government & Politics w/ Honors Civics and Economics
Introduction
Over the next few weeks, you’ll be working on a three-part project that will count as an Honors Civics and Economics test grade.  Each individual part of the project will count as 1/3 of the test grade.  You will work in six groups;  there will five groups of 5, and one group of 4.  Please read carefully the following guidelines.

Part I:  Creating a Party Platform
You will organize a new political party made up of students your age and write a party platform.  A platform is a party’s official stand on major public issues.  Choose eight topics from the list of political concerns below and write a plank for each.  A plank outlines your party’s beliefs about the issue and what you think government should do about it.
· Required Planks:  health insurance reform, gun control/gun rights, abortion, military/defense
· Pick Three Planks:  gay marriage/gay rights, global warming/climate change, crime, the death penalty, education, immigration
· One Plank On An Issue Of Your Choosing
Look at online excerpts from the 2016 Republican, Democratic, and Libertarian national platforms at both the national and state levels.  You should write 1 page for each plank (typed, double-spaced). Your platforms should have a similar look and feel as these.  You should also check out third-party platforms from the Green, Independent, Constitution, Socialist, and any other third party you can find.

Republicans:  https://www.gop.com/platform/

Democrats:  https://www.demconvention.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Democratic-Party-Platform-7.21.16-no-lines.pdf

Libertarians:  https://www.lp.org/platform/ 
Each group must E-mail its planks to brent.belvin@dpsnc.net no later than Friday, December 1.  This is essential so that your “opponent” (see Parts II and III) can review your party’s platform.
· The file name cannot contain any spaces and should follow this format: Belvin_President1_Planks.
· Please send one file containing all eight planks;  do not send planks individually or in incomplete batches.  Group members’ names should appear in the actual document on page 1.  Failure to follow these directions will result in your planks not being posted and a late penalty assessed.

Part II:  Design A Campaign Brochure
You will be designing a campaign brochure for a candidate for the President, the Senate, or the House of Representatives -- depending on your group assignment.  One member of the group will be the candidate.  You will need to think about the tasks of the office that your candidate is seeking, and how your candidate is qualified for the position.  You must follow these requirements:

· Include the name of the candidate, the office he/she is seeking, the party affiliation, and a photograph

· Describe how the candidate meets the requirements to run for this office

· Describe at least three responsibilities of the office and the skills of the candidate to meet these responsibilities.

· State the political beliefs and positions of the candidate.  Hint:  borrow from your party platform.

· List personal experiences that will influence the public to vote for your candidate.

· Contrast your candidate with your opponent.

Your brochure will be given a grade based upon the following criteria:  originality, your understanding of the responsibilities of the office your candidate is seeking, and your effectiveness in “selling” your candidate.  Mr. Belvin has several samples of good brochures for students to peruse.   Your brochure is due on  monday, december 11th.
Part III:  Videotape A Campaign Commercial

Mr. Belvin has generously donated 2-3 minutes of free airtime for you to “sell” your candidate to a mass audience.   Your commercial should draw heavily from the information included in your campaign brochure.  In addition, the commercial should utilize at least five of the seven propaganda techniques discussed in class.
You must post your video on YouTube by MONDAY, DECEMBER 18th.   Please make sure that the link is working before presentations that day.  We will watch the commercials in class on Tuesday, December 19.[image: image1.png]




