Project Assignment:  Position Papers
     Before the end of the year, you will write two position papers.  You will be presented with readings on controversial issues in psychology and asked to take sides in a three-page persuasive essay.  These essays will form the basis of classroom debate and discussion, most of which will take place after the AP exam in May.  The first of these papers will be due on February  21 for B Day and March 5 for A Day and will count 15 percent of the quarter grade.  However, you are encouraged to turn in this paper at any time before your due date.  The due dates are staggered due to the short supply of Taking Sides books.  During the fourth quarter, A Day will have the earlier due date.
     Again, because there are limited copies of the books available, you may only one out for two days.  Thus, it’s first-come, first-served, and if you wait until the last minute to do this paper, you’ll likely be out of luck.  Advice:  check out a book early and photocopy the article you are interested in.  Failure to return a book on time results in a 5-point deduction per day.
     The paper itself is pretty simple.  A controversial issue is discussed, with one researcher taking a YES side and another taking a NO side.  Your task is to summarize and evaluate the main arguments for each side, and then take a position yourself on the issue.  Your opinion should constitute roughly half the paper.  Consider this a formal essay, although when discussing your own position, using the pronoun “I” is acceptable.  Do not lift quotes and/or passages from the readings to pad your essay.  I’ve read the books, so I know the difference between your original thoughts and those of the various authors.  Paraphrase the opinions of the authors in your own words.  Also, turn in a clean paper  --  not just spell-checked, but thoroughly edited.  Papers with numerous errors will see a deduction in grade.  See my website for the Structure and Checklist document, which you must attach at the back of your Position Paper.
     Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides (17th edition, 6 copies)

Issue 1:  Is Addiction A Brain Disease?

Issue 2:  Is Homosexuality Biologically Based?

Issue 3:  Is Evolution a Good Explanation for Psychological Concepts?

Issue 7:  Are Today’s Youth More Self-Centered Than Previous Generations?
Issue 8:  Do Online Friendships Hurt Adolescent Development?

Issue 10:  Is Emotional Intelligence Valid?

Issue 11:  Does An Elective Abortion Lead to Negative Psychological Effects?

Issue 12:  Is Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) A Real Disorder?

Issue 13:  Does Facebook Have Generally Positive Psychological Benefits?

Issue 14:  (4th quarter only)  Are All Psychotherapies Equally Effective?

Issue 15:  (4th quarter only)  Should Therapists Be Eclectic?

Issue 16:  Should Psychologists Abstain From Involvement In Coercive Interrogations?

Issue 17:  Does the Evidence Support Evolutionary Accounts of Female Mating Preferences?

Issue 18:  Can Sex Be Addictive?
Issue 19:  Does Birth Order Predict Intelligence?
     Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides (16th edition, 15 copies)

Issue 2:  (fourth quarter only)  Was Stanley Milgram’s Study of Obedience Unethical?

Issue 3:  Does The Research Support Evolutionary Accounts of Female Mating Preferences?

Issue 4:  Are Gender Differences In Communication Biologically Determined?

Issue 5:  Is Homosexuality Biologically Based?

Issue 6:  Is Evolution A Good Explanation For Psychological Concepts?

Issue 7:  Does Divorce Have Positive Long-Term Effects For The Children Involved?
Issue 8:  Do Online Friendships Hurt Adolescent Development?

Issue 9:  Are Today’s Youth More Self-Centered Than Previous Generations?

Issue 10:  Is The Theory of Multiple Intelligences Valid?

Issue 11:  Are The Recovered Memories Of Psychological Trauma Valid?

Issue 12:  Is Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) A Real Disorder?

Issue 13:  (fourth quarter only)  Does Taking Antidepressants Lead To Suicide?

Issue 15:  Should  Psychologists Abstain From Involvement In Coercive Interrogations?

Issue 16:  Do Video Games Lead To Violence?

Issue 17:  Can Sex Be Addictive?

     Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides (14th edition, 21 copies)
Issue 2:  Should Animal Research in Psychology Be Eliminated?

Issue 3:  (fourth quarter only)  Was Stanley Milgram’s Study of Obedience Unethical?

Issue 4:  Are Humans Naturally Violent?

Issue 6:  Does Giving Praise Harm Children?

Issue 7:  Does A Mother’s Employment Harm Her Children?

Issue 8:  Does the Divorce of Parents Harm Their Children?

Issue 10:  Should Psychology Adopt A Theory of Multiple Intelligences?

Issue 11:  Does ADHD Exist?
Issue 12:  (fourth quarter only)  Does Taking Antidepressants Lead To Suicide?

Issue 13:  Is Drug Addiction A Choice?

Issue 15:  Is Treating Homosexuality Ethical?

Issue 17:  Does the Internet Have Psychological Benefits?

Issue 18:  Is Pornography Harmful?
Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides:  Lifespan Development (9 copies)
3rd edition:  Does The Cultural Environment Influence Lifespan Development More Than Our Genes?

2nd or 3rd edition:  Are Peers More Important Than Parents During The Process Of Development?
3rd edition:  Do Significant Innate Differences Influence the Career Success of Males and Females?

3rd edition:  Is Drinking Alcohol While Pregnant An Unnecessary Risk to Prenatal Development?
2nd edition:  Does Prenatal Exposure To Drugs Such As Cocaine Create Crack Babies With Special Developmental Concerns?
2nd or 3rd edition:  Are There Good Reasons To Allow Infants To Consume Electronic Media, Such As Television?

2nd or 3rd edition:  Is Advertising Responsible For Childhood Obesity?

2nd or 3rd edition:  Should Contemporary Adolescents Be Engaged In More Structured Activities?

3rd edition:  Is ADD/ADHD A Legitimate Medical Condition That Affects Childhood Behavior?

3rd edition:  Does The Adolescent Brain Make Risk-Taking Inevitable?

3rd edition:  Is There A Narcissism Epidemic Among Contemporary Young Adults?

2nd edition:  Does Violent Media Cause Teenage Aggression?

2nd edition:  Are Contemporary Young Adults More Selfish Than Previous Generations?

2nd and 3rd edition:  Is The Institution Of Marriage At Risk?

3rd edition:  Is There Such a Thing as “Emerging Adulthood”?

2nd edition:  Can Lesbian And Gay Couples Be Appropriate Parents For Children?

2nd or 3rd edition:  Is Religion A Pure Good In Facilitating Well-Being During Adulthood?

3rd edition:  Are Professional Women “Opting Out” of Work By Choice?

2nd edition:  Are Brain Exercises Unhelpful In Preventing Cognitive Decline In Old Age?

2nd or 3rd edition:  Should The Terminally Ill Be Able To Have Physicians Help Them Die?
Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides:  Social Psychology (4 copies)

3rd or 4th edition:  Is Deception of Human Participants Ethical?

4th edition:  (4th quarter only)  Are Our Social Perceptions Often Inaccurate?

3rd or 4th editions: (4th quarter only) Does Cognitive Dissonance Explain Why Behavior Can Change Attitudes?

4th edition:  Is the Millennial Generation More Narcissistic Than Other Generations?

3rd or 4th editions:  (4th quarter only)  Are Self-Esteem Programs Misguided?

3rd or 4th editionss:  (4th quarter only)  Can People Accurately Detect Lies?

3rd edition:  Are Repressed Memories Real?

4th edition:  (4th quarter only)  Should Research From Cognitive Neuroscience Be Used to Inform Public Policy?

3rd or 4th editions:  (4th quarter only)  Do Milgram’s Obedience Experiments Help Explain The Nature of the Holocaust?

4th edition (4th quarter only)  Is It Possible to Truly Replicate Milgram’s Obedience Experiments?
3rd or 4th edition:  (4th quarter only)  Does the Stanford Prison Experiment Help Explain The Effects of Imprisonment?
3rd or 4th edition:  Is Subliminal Persuasion A Myth?

3rd or 4th editions:  Can People Really Be Brainwashed?

3rd or 4th editions:  (4th quarter only)  Is Stereotyping Inevitable?

3rd or 4th editions:  (4th quarter only)  Can Stereotypes Lead to Accurate Perceptions of Others?

3rd or 4th editions:  (4th quarter only)  Does True Altruism Exist?

3rd or 4th editions:  Does Media Violence Cause Aggression?

Eligible Topics:  Taking Sides:  Abnormal Psychology (7 copies)
6th or 7th edition:  Is Gender Identity Disorder A Mental Illness?
7th edition (4th quarter only)  Is Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Overdiagnosed and Overtreated?

7th edition:  Do We Still Need Psychiatrists?

7th edition:  Should “Smart Drugs” Be Used to Enhance Cognitive Functioning?

6th or 7th edition:  (4th quarter only)  Is Forced Treatment of Seriously Mentally Ill Individuals Justifiable?

7th edition:  Does Research Confirm That Violent Video Games Are Harmful to Minors?

6th or 7th edition:  Should Individuals With Anorexia Nervosa Have The Right To Refuse Life-Sustaining Treatment?

7th edition (4th quarter only):  Is the Use of Aversive Treatment An Inhumane Intervention for Psychologically Disordered Individuals?

6th edition:  Are Blocked and Recovered Memories Valid Phenomena?
6th or 7th edition:  Is Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) A Real Disorder?

6th or 7th edition:  Is Addiction A Brain Disease?

6th edition:  Should Memory-Dampening Drugs Be Used To Alleviate The Symptoms of Trauma?

7th edition:  Should Memory-Dampening Drugs Be Used To Prevent and Treat Trauma In Combat Soldiers?

6th edition:  Is Ritalin Overprescribed?
6th edition:  Does Exposure To Media Violence Promote Aggressive Behavior?

6th or 7th edition:  Would Legalization of Virtual Child Pornography Reduce Sexual Exploitation of Children?

6th or 7th edition:  Must Mentally Ill Murderers Have A Rational Understanding of Why They Are Being Sentenced To Death?

6th or 7th edition:  Does Research Confirm That Abortion Is A Psychologically Benign Experience?
7th edition:  Is Excessive Use of Facebook a Form of Narcissim?
