Name ____________
Date _____________

Review Sheet:  Psych Test 1
Test Format:  


Part I:  Multiple Choice  --  80 questions, 1 point each


Part II:  Free Response  (essay)  --  1 question, 20 points
Terms and Concepts:  You should be able to define and/or explain the significance of the following:

empiricism



structuralism


introspection

functionalism



nature vs. nurture

clinical psychologist

psychiatrist



hindsight bias


theory

hypothesis



replication


case study

regression toward the mean

random sampling

experimentation

naturalistic observation

correlation coefficient

scatterplot

illusory correlation


“blind” (in an experiment)
placebo
experimental condition

control condition

independent variable

dependent variable


placebo effect


random assignment
informed consent


confidentiality


debriefing

A Few Names:
Wilhelm Wundt


William James


Sigmund Freud

Charles Darwin


B.F. Skinner


Edward Titchener
Study Questions:

1.  How has the study of psychology changed over the years?  How have we arrived at our current definition of “psychology”?

2.  Explain what is meant by the following statement:  “Psychologists should treat others’ theories with skepticism, and their own work with humility.”
3.  Be able to tell the difference between the different research methods.  You’ll need to demonstrate the advantages and limitations of each, and be able to identify when it is appropriate to use each.  For example, surveys can be useful tools for psychologists, but can also be misused if one does not recognize the flaws of surveys that can sometimes skew a researcher’s findings.  What are some of those flaws?  Do the same for case studies, naturalistic observations, experiments.

4.  Understand the difference between a “positive correlation” and a “negative correlation.”  Why is it important to avoid the pitfall of “illusory correlation”?
5.  Why is statistical measurement important in psychological studies?  Review mode, mean, median, and range.
6.  People tend to perceive order in random events.  Why is this a mistake?

7.   Bar graphs can be useful representations of statistics, but can also distort findings.  Give an example.

8.  When using statistics to make inferences, how do we know when an observed difference is reliable?  How do we determine when a difference is statistically significant?
9.  You should pay careful attention to the discussion in the Prologue called “Psychology’s Perspectives,” including the chart on p. 10.  I will write descriptions of the perspectives, and you will have to identify them.  
10.  Know how to set up a simple experiment, such as the exercise with “Belvin’s Pleasure Pill.”  You should be able to identify the experimental and control conditions, the independent and dependent variables, as well as the importance of random assignment and double-blind procedure.

11.  Be familiar with the APA’s basic principles of ethical research on both humans and animals.
Free Response Questions:  There will be two free-response questions used on the various versions of Test 1.  You will only write one of these essays, but should be prepared to write both because all classes won’t have the same essay(s).  Here are a few hints:
1.  The first essay covers research methods.  Look back to Question #3 above.  You’ll need to consider advantages and disadvantages of the various research methods.  You will not have to design a complete study, but will need to understand how researchers use the different methods to reach scientific conclusions.

2.  The second essay is a description of a study.  You’ll have to identify which research method is being used, how variables are being measured, ethical/unethical features of the study, statistical techniques that could be used, as well as flaws in the study.
