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Course Syllabus


The AP Psychology Course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology.  They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.

Course Outline and Syllabus Details:  Major topics by grading periods can be found on the separate handout called “Tentative Unit Calendar for AP Psychology.”  I will post a detailed outline from the College Board on the class webpage (mrbelvin.weebly.com).

Organization:  I will provide students with calendars for every unit, which average about three weeks in length.  These unit calendars will be posted on the class webpage and occasionally e-mailed to students.  Major assignments (with rubrics and directions) will be announced well in advance of due dates.  Students are responsible for keeping up with reading assignments and being aware of, and ready for, quizzes and tests.  Class will be a combination of lecture/discussion, group work, demonstrations, simulations, and experiments.  
1.) Tests - - Tests will be a combination of objective and written questions.  Students should expect 12 major tests over the course of the school year.  The 12th test will be a Practice AP Exam that will count two test grades.  Corrected copies of tests will be kept in individual student folders inside the classroom.

2.) Quizzes - - Expect regular unannounced quizzes.  These quizzes almost always cover reading assignments, either from our primary text or supplemental readings.  In 9-week grading periods with at least six quizzes, the lowest quiz grade will be dropped.

3.) Projects, Experiments, and Demonstrations - - Psychology affords numerous opportunities for scientific experimentation.  Students will replicate classic experiments and studies and analyze their findings, complete with statistical analysis.  They will also design their own experiments.

4.)  Position Papers  - - Students will be presented with readings on controversial psychological issues (i.e., “Does electroshock therapy cure depression?”) and asked to “take sides” in a three-page persuasive essay.  These essays will form the basis of classroom debate and discussion.

5.) Homework and Class Participation - - Guiding questions will occasionally accompany homework readings to assist students’ understanding.  Students are expected to read nightly and will be evaluated on their readiness and willingness to participate in class discussions.  Students will also evaluate a variety of primary sources and be prepared to discuss them in class.

Grading Breakdown (for a typical quarter)

Tests





50%

Quizzes





20%

Projects, Experiments, and Position Papers

20%

Homework and Class Participation


10%

Study Techniques:  The reading load is manageable as long as students keep up on a nightly basis. In order to cover the maximum amount of material with the least amount of stress, sharing is definitely encouraged. While each student is expected to read all text material, outlining discussion questions and supplemental readings and sharing (“sharing” will be defined in class) notes can be very helpful. You are responsible for understanding all of the material for testing. The amount of time required for homework for this class will vary with your reading speed. Assignments vary in length, so plan ahead. Time management is an essential skill for this class, particularly if your extracurricular schedule is heavy, and you must take the responsibility for budgeting your time. As you become accustomed to the course format and texts, things will fall into place and become easier.
Advanced Placement Exam: The AP exam will be given on May 12 and is the culmination of the AP course. The AP exam uses a 1-5 grading scale. Most colleges, including UNC-Chapel Hill, will award students who earn a 4 or 5 with credit hours and/or automatic placement in higher-level courses.  Many colleges, including N.C. State, will accept a 3.  Just under two-thirds of the country passes the AP Exam with a passing score of 3 or higher.  Jordan students usually score significantly higher than the national average.  Last May, Jordan had an 77% pass rate, with the most common score among my students being a top score of 5.  Last year, the state paid for all AP Exams, and we anticipate that will again be the case this year.
Course Texts and Readings: Students will be issued one hardcover text book and will be responsible for turning that book in at the end of the year in good condition. Students may leave this book at home. The name of the book is:

Psychology (11th edition, copyright 2015, Worth Publishers) by David G. Myers and Nathan DeWall 

* * * In addition, students will have many supplemental readings. Class sets of Taking Sides:  Clashing Views on Psychological Issues will be available for check-out.  Other articles from psychology journals and popular magazines will be photocopied in class or temporarily posted on the class webpage.  Some of these articles will be the basis for the position papers mentioned earlier.  Throughout the course, I will also attempt to expose students to primary source readings from the pioneers of psychology.

Required Materials:

     1)  Three-ring binder -- Students should keep a notebook. For organizational purposes, I recommend a three-ring binder with pockets so that handouts can be kept easily. All assignments and papers should be organized by date for easy reference.

     2)  Pencils/pens -- Tests and quizzes must be completed in pencil, blue ink, or black ink. Major writing assignments, including the position papers, must be typewritten.

Suggested Resources:  

      There is a textbook website that I will introduce early in the course where students can find practice tests, review activities, and many interesting articles and Web links for more information on topics we will be studying.  Another very useful website that students are encouraged to utilize is appsychology.com, designed by a teacher in New York who uses the same textbook that we do.
In previous years, students have purchased student guides to taking the AP test. These guides are similar to SAT Preparation books, but serve as more specific course and exam preparation manuals. They provide sample test questions with answers, suggest helpful study resources, and discuss how the free-response questions are scored. These guidebooks are completely optional, and will not be used in class. Ask seniors who have taken the course if they bought a review book and whether it was worth the investment.  Inexpensive used copies from previous years can be found on-line, and I have a few samples in my classroom.  I recommend Barron’s, Kaplan, or Princeton Review.

Rules and Regulations: You will be asked to follow Jordan school policies as outlined in the
student handbook. It is my responsibility to enforce these. Since tardies, cell phones, and cheating are
personal irritants, please careful attention to the following.
1)  Tardies:  Quizzes are given at the start of the class period, so if you are tardy and have not brought a note from a school administrator excusing your tardiness, you will miss the quiz and will not be allowed to make it up.  Tardies have historically been a problem in 3rd period, and since those of who in  Period 3B have B Lunch, that gives you two “opportunities” to be late.  Beyond missing a quiz, students will also adhere to Jordan’s tardy policy.
2)  Cell-Phone Policy:   Cell phones are not permitted in the classroom to make or take calls, text-message, take photos, use social media, or play games.  You will receive two warnings over the course of the year to put your phone away.  After the third offense, you will be assigned a specific numbered pocket on the Phone Caddy that will be hanging on the front wall, and that will be your phone’s permanent home during class until the end of the semester.  If you fail to abide by this, and your cell phone rings, or if you attempt to use it for any purpose, or if I even see it, there will be no warnings.  I will collect your phone and turn it in to the main office or an administrator of my choice with instructions that only a parent may collect it.  I will be ruthless in enforcing this.  

3)  Cheating/Plagiarism:  Students who cheat on tests, copy homework from other students, or plagiarize from other sources will receive an alternative assignment, as well as receive a disciplinary referral.  The highest grade a student may earn on the alternative assignment is a 50.  In addition, cheating will be reported to the National Honor Society, and make it impossible for me to write glowing college recommendations.  On every test, quiz, and major written assignment, students will handwrite a statement from the Honor Code and sign it.
Make-Up Work:
     In order to make up work and have it graded, your absence must be excused. You have one day per absence to make up missed homework, classwork, and quizzes. If you were aware of an assignment before your absence, that assignment is due upon your return. You would be expected to make up a quiz you missed upon your return.  I will schedule ONE make-up date for students who miss tests, and it will be before school from 7:15-8:45.  Makeups will NOT occur after school.  My advice:  unless you truly are sick or have a family emergency, it is best to take your test when regularly scheduled.  The makeup test will be different than the original test, especially essay questions.  Makeup tests rarely go well, and then you’re also behind in the next unit.  Extended absences and/or extreme cases will be handled individually.

     Students are responsible for approaching me about makeup work.  Students who miss class can check for homework assignments by asking another student, E-mailing me, or consulting both the unit calendar and teacher webpage.  Because this class operates on an A/B schedule, it is very easy to stop by my room on the “off-day” to see what you missed and pick up handouts that were posted on the webpage.
Extra Help:     I offer assistance for students who want extra review every morning from 8:15-8:45, as well as during lunch.  I have third-period planning on B Days, so I am available at every lunch on B day unless I have lunch duty.  In addition, I’ll be available after school on Monday-Thursday if you let me know in advance that you are coming.
     In addition to questions about course content, students might want suggestions on effective notetaking skills, tips on how to become better writers, or want to get pointed in the right direction when doing research. Review sessions will be held the day before major tests. In past years, these sessions have been well-attended and usually help students perform better on the tests.  Review sessions will be held in the morning the day before unit tests.
One Final Thing:
     As you no doubt have noticed, my classroom is now in the E-Learning Lab, which I supervise during 1st and 4th periods on both A Day and B Day.  While occasionally these computers will be useful for in-class research, they are off-limits during normal class.  The distractions the computers could lead to should be fairly obvious.  Do not log on unless instructed to do so.
