AP GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: UNIT 2 PLAN

Constitutional underpinnings & federalism


INTRODUCTION
Congratulations – you have made it through the first unit of course.  By now, you should be familiar with how this class will operate, the expectations for the quizzes, and the need to be detailed and specific in writing assignments.  Developing your answers and improving your notes will be crucial strategies as we move forward. As you will see later in this year, this unit on the Constitution covers some of the most important material of the course; this is also an extremely intense unit. Consider looking ahead, keeping up with the assignments, and making time! 
ADDITIONAL READINGS

As you saw during Unit 1, we will frequently use other sources to gain understanding of the content. These readings will either be hyperlinked within our unit plans online or available on the class website.  Pay special attention to these resources and announcements made in class.  If you do not have online access, speak with me.

FIRST QUARTER PROJECT

To supplement our course material, students will complete a project each quarter. For our first quarter project, your group will create a Children’s Book about the United States Constitution. Thus, your mission is to create a children’s book about the US Constitution. The details/specifics of the project are as follows:
· Content: Your task is to “translate” the Constitution (or simply the text) so that a child could read it. You might also consider a theme for your entire book (consider the Dr. Seuss sample from class)
· Language: Though the words should be different, its basic meaning should not change

· Visual: Each page must also have at least one visual representation of the concept on each page (remember, it is for a child to understand) 

· Length: Your 40-page masterpiece must include information on the following aspects, with one page representing each one: 6 Principles of the Constitution (6), Preamble (1), Article 1, 1-10 (10), Article 2, 1-4 (4), Article 3, 1-3 (3), Article 4, 1-4 (4), Article 5 (1), Article 6 (1), Article 7 (1) and the Bill of Rights (10).
· Due Date: The final project is due by 2:30pm on Thurs, October 18th. Late projects will not be accepted.

UNIT OBJECTIVES
1. Discuss the backgrounds of the writers of the Constitution, and explain why these men tended to be rather mistrustful of the notion of democracy.

2. Compare and contrast the VA and NJ plans, and show how they led to the Great Compromise.

3. Explain why the separation of powers and federalism became key parts of the Constitution. 
4. Show how Madison's notions of human nature played an important role in the framing of the Constitution.

5. Explain why the Constitution did not include a bill of rights. Then explain why one was added.

6. Explain why the Founders failed to address the question of slavery in a definitive way.

7. Discuss whether "women were left out of the Constitution."

8. Summarize Charles Beard's analysis of the economic motivations of the Framers and the counter-analyses of those who disagree with Beard.

9. Show how competing political interests at the Constitutional Convention led to the adoption of a federal system, but one that was not clearly defined.
10. Outline the ways in which the courts interpreted national and state powers and why the doctrine of dual federalism is still alive.
11. State why federal grants-in-aid to the states have been politically popular, and cite what have proved to be the pitfalls of such grants.
12. Distinguish between categorical grants and block grants or general revenue sharing. Explain why, despite repeated attempts to reverse the trend, categorical grants have continued to grow more rapidly than block grants.
13. Distinguish between mandates and conditions of aid with respect to fed grant programs to states and localities.
14. Define devolution and its roots.
15. Discuss whether or to what extent federal grants to the states have succeeded in creating uniform national policies comparable to those of centralized governments.
Wednesday, September 19

TEST: UNIT 1- American Democracy, Then & Now


Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 2, 23-27 and watch/take notes from the following video on 
      


Beard's "Economic Interpretation of the Constitution"
Thursday, September 20
Discussion:
Test Analysis: Most Frequently Missed Questions; Unit Overview



Articles of Confederation Review


Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 2, 27-32
Friday, September 21

Discussion:
The Nuts and Bolts of the Constitution, Part I: Convention, Structure, & Underlying Principles



Activity: Checks and Balances
Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 2, 32-39 (skip 33)
Monday, September 24
Discussion:
The Nuts & Bolts of the Constitution, Part II: TBA 
Homework:
Based on your assignment in class, read and annotate one of the following documents:



Federalist #10, #51, #70 or #78 (primary sources can be found in textbook or on website)
Tuesday, September 25  

Discussion:
The Nuts & Bolts of the Constitution, Part III: Debates


Activity: Federalists vs. Antifederalists
Homework:
Read and annotate the article The Constitution and America’s Destiny by David Brian Robertson (see class website for article)
Wednesday, September 26
Discussion:
Constitution and Bill of Rights
Groups: Constitution “Tests”
Homework:
Finish “Constitution Tests” and study for AP Quiz on U.S. Constitution 
Thursday, September 27
Discussion:
Federalism: An Overview
Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 3, 43-48
Friday, September 28
Discussion:
Federalism: Purpose and Powers
Homework:
--Read/take notes Chapter 3, 49-53 (skip 51) and 
--Print and complete Marbury v. Madison AND McCulloch v. Maryland questions on 
   additional paper (cases found in Supreme Court Case Workbook on class website)


Monday, October 1
Discussion:
Federalism: Historical Context, Part I


Supreme Court Case Analysis: Marbury, McCulloch, and Dred Scott
Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 3, 53-56
Tuesday, October 2
Discussion:
Federalism: Historical Context, Part II


Video: Crash Course History – The New Deal
Homework:
Read/take notes Chapter 3, 56-59
Wednesday, October 3
Discussion:
Balancing National and State Power
Homework:
Complete one of the following outside readings:

(1) Democratic Laboratories by Andrew Karch


(2) Federalism and the Tug of War Within by Erin Ryan


(3) Renegade Cities, Public Policy, and the Dilemmas of Federalism by Lori Riverstone-
     Newell
Thursday, October 4
Discussion:
Article Analysis
Homework:
Study for Unit 2 Test 
Friday, October 5
Discussion:
Review for test
Homework:
Study for Unit 2 Test
Monday, October 8  
UNIT 2 TEST: CONSTITUTIONAL UNDERPINNINGS
UNIT 2 (Constitutional Underpinnings): Review Guide
Directions

In order to earn the two points for extra credit, students must complete the following: (1) Explain the significance of each of the terms below – you do not need to define the concepts (2) Answer ALL of the short answer questions below; answers can be done in complete sentences or bullet points but should offer a response that is both thorough and thoughtful and (3) Create a list of 20 generalizations or conclusions (big picture ideas) that characterize the U.S Constitution and Federalism.  

Terms – Constitution

Alexander Hamilton

Anti-Federalists

Articles of Confederation

Bill of Rights

Brutus No. 1

Charles Beard

Checks and Balances

Constitutional Convention

Electoral College

Enumerated Powers

Faction

Federalism

Federalist Paper #10

Federalist Paper #51

Federalist Paper #70

Federalist Paper #78

Federalist Papers

Federalists
Full Faith and Credit Clause

Great Compromise

Habeas Corpus

Implied Powers

Inherent Powers

James Madison

John Jay

Judicial Review

Line-item veto

New Jersey Plan

Petition

Republic

Reserved Powers

Rule of law

Search & Seizure

Search Warrant

Separation of Powers

Slave Trade Compromise

Thomas Jefferson

Three-Fifths Compromise

Virginia Plan

Terms – Federalism

Abraham Lincoln

Andrew Johnson

Barack Obama

Barron v. Baltimore

Bill of attainder

Block Grants

Calvin Coolidge

Categorical grant

Civil War

Concurrent Powers

Confederation

Cooperative Federalism

Devolution

Dillon’s Rule
Dred Scott v. Sanford

Dual Federalism

Enumerated Powers

Ex Post Facto Law

Extradition clause

Federal system

Federalist paper #28

Federalist Paper #46

Franklin Roosevelt

Full Faith and Credit Clause

Gibbons v. Ogden

Grants-in-aid

Herbert Hoover

Implied Powers

Initiative

Iroquois Confederacy

John Marshall/Marshall Court

Lyndon Johnson

Mandates
McCulloch v. Maryland

Necessary and Proper Clause

New Deal

New Federalism

Ninth Amendment

Nullification

Police Power

Privileges and Immunities Clause

Recall

Referendum

Reserved Powers
Sovereignty

Sixteenth Amendment

Seventeenth Amendment

Supremacy Clause

Tenth Amendment

Unitary System

US v. Lopez

Essential Questions:

1. In what ways did the Constitution reflect the backgrounds of the framers?

2. How did the Constitution address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

3. In what ways does the Constitution both promote and limit democracy? 

4. What conflicts arose in the ratification process of the Constitution?

5. How do the major principles of the Constitution attempt to limit government and protect citizens’ rights?
6. How does the Constitution provide for the ability of the government to adjust to a changing society? 
7. Why is the Constitution considered to be a living document?

8. In what ways do the amendments to the Constitution protect the rights of citizens?

9. What is the difference between a democracy and a republic?
10. Where is sovereignty located in the American political system?

11. How does the Constitution deal with slavery? Women?

12.  How is power divided between the national government and the states under the Constitution?

13. What competing values are at stake in federalism?[image: image1.png]



