
AP Government & Politics with Honors Civics/Economics

Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (2018-2019)

INTRODUCTION

Our final unit of the quarter will focus on Civil Liberties and Civil Rights.  Though our focus will be on these two chapters from the textbook, the unit will also include a comprehensive analysis of both the Bill of Rights and various Supreme Court cases.  There are approximately three more weeks in the quarter! If you have not already found strategies for note-taking, studying, and assessment preparation, please see me and remember to maintain a growth mindset! 

ADDITIONAL READING

As you have seen with the other units, we will frequently use other sources to gain understanding of the content. These readings will either be linked within our unit plans online or will be supplemented through the class website.  Many of the supplemental court cases can be found in the Supreme Court Case Workbook linked under Course Readings and Assignments on my website..
FIRST QUARTER PROJECT

To supplement our course material, students will complete a project each quarter. For our first quarter project, your group will create a Children’s Book about the United States Constitution. Thus, your mission is to create a children’s book about the US Constitution. The details/specifics of the project are as follows:
· Content: Your task is to “translate” the Constitution (or simply the text) so that a child could read it. You might also consider a theme for your entire book (consider the Dr. Seuss sample from class)

· Language: Though the words should be different, its basic meaning should not change

· Visual: Each page must also have at least one visual representation of the concept on each page (remember, it is for a child to understand) 

· Length: Your 40-page masterpiece must include information on the following aspects, with one page representing each one: 6 Principles of the Constitution (6), Preamble (1), Article 1, 1-10 (10), Article 2, 1-4 (4), Article 3, 1-3 (3), Article 4, 1-4 (4), Article 5 (1), Article 6 (1), Article 7 (1) and the Bill of Rights (10).

· Due Date: The final project is due by 2:30pm on Thurs, October 18th. Late projects will not be accepted.

PRIMARY SOURCES 
The AP Government ReDesign now requires specific primary sources. As a result, special emphasis will be placed – this unit – on both the Bill of Rights and Martin Luther King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail. Be familiar with both of these!
OBJECTIVES

1. Discuss the relationship of the Bill of Rights to the concept of democratic rule of the majority, and give examples of tension between majority rule and minority rights. Explain how the politics of civil liberties may at times become a mass issue, and offer several examples.
2. Describe the conflicts that have arisen between those who claim First Amendment rights and those who are in favor of sedition laws that might restrict freedom of speech. Explain how the Supreme Court attempts to balance competing interests. Describe the various tests that the Court has applied.
3. Explain how the structure of the federal system affects the application of the Bill of Rights. How has the Supreme Court used the Fourteenth Amendment to expand coverage in the federal system? Discuss changing conceptions of the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.
4. List the categories under which the Supreme Court may classify "speech." Explain the distinction between protected and unprotected speech, and name the various forms of expression that are not protected under the First Amendment. Describe the test used by the Court to decide the circumstances under which freedom of expression may be qualified.
5. State what the Supreme Court decided in Miranda v. Arizona, and explain why that case illustrates how the Court operates in most such due process cases.
6. Analyze why the resolution of civil liberties issues involves politics as well as law. Discuss the political factors that influence the Supreme Court when it decides fundamental civil liberties issues.
7. Contrast the experience of economic interest groups with that of black groups in obtaining satisfaction of their interests from the government. Indicate why in most circumstances the black movement involved interest group rather than client politics. Describe the strategies used by black leaders to overcome their political weaknesses, and explain why the civil rights movement has become more conventional in its strategy in recent years.
8. Summarize the legal struggles of blacks to secure rights under the Fourteenth Amendment, and state how the Court construed that amendment in the civil rights cases and in Plessy v. Ferguson. Discuss the NAACP strategy of litigation, and indicate why it was suited to the political circumstances. Summarize the rulings in Brown v. Board of Education and compare them with those in Plessy v. Ferguson. 
9. Discuss the rationale used by the Supreme Court in ordering busing to achieve desegregation. Explain the apparent inconsistency between Brown and Charlotte-Mecklenburg. State why these decisions are not really inconsistent, and explain why the courts chose busing as an equitable remedy to deal with de jure segregation.
10. Trace the campaign launched by blacks for a set of civil rights laws. Explain why they used nonviolent techniques. Discuss the conflict between the agenda-setting and the coalition-building aspects of the movement. Demonstrate how civil rights advocates could overcome sources of resistance in Congress.
11. Describe the differences between the black civil rights movement and the women's movement. List the various standards used by the courts in interpreting the Fourteenth Amendment, and explain how these standards differ depending on whether blacks or women are involved.
12. Summarize the debate over "compensatory action" versus "preferential treatment" and targets versus quotas in affirmative action.
COURT CASES

This unit includes a large number of Supreme Court Cases as relates to the material on Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Assignments that need to be printed can be found through the Supreme Court Case Study Workbook. Though any cases mentioned in class or the textbook are fair game, the cases that you should emphasize are below. 

1st Amendment

Brandenburg v. Ohio

Engel v. Vitale

Gitlow v. New York

Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier

Lemon v. Kurtzman

Miller v. California

New York Times v. Sullivan

NY Times v. US

Schenk v. US

Texas v. Johnson

Tinker v. Des Moines

U.S. v. Eichman

Wisconsin v. Yoder

2nd Amendment

DC v. Heller

McDonald v. Chicago

4th/5th/6th Amendments

Gideon v. Wainwright

Mapp v. Ohio/Weeks v. US

Miranda v. Arizona

9th Amendment

Cruzan v. (Director) Missouri 

Griswold v. Connecticut

Planned Parenthood v. Casey

Roe v. Wade

13th/14th/15th
Brown v. Board of Ed

Brown v. Board of Ed II

Dred Scott v. Sandford

Gratz v. Bollinger

Grutter v. Bollinger

Heart of Atlanta Motel v. US

Korematsu v. US

Loving v. Virginia

Obergfell v. Hodges

Plessy v. Ferguson

Regents of U of Cali v. Bakke

Swann v. Charlotte-Meck BOE

U.S. v. Windsor

Cases in bold are required cases from the AP Government Redesign. We will also use additional cases to support our material throughout this unit. These cases include Bethel v. Frasier, California v. Greenwood, Lawrence v. Texas, New Jersey v. TLO, Snyder v. Phelps, US v. O’Brien, Van Orden v. Perry, Virginia v. Black, and West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette.

Monday, October 8

TEST: CONSTITUTION & FEDERALISM
Homework: 
Read/take notes 63-66 and complete the Court Case Analysis sheet for Gitlow v. New York 
Tuesday, October 9
Discussion: 
Test Analysis: Most Frequently Missed Questions and Essay Analysis


Unit 5 Overview/Review Bill of Rights
Homework:
Review the Bill of Rights and read/take notes on the 2nd Amendment (76-77)
Wednesday, October 10

Discussion:
Civil Liberties: An Overview, Part I – The Bill of Rights and Selective Incorporation



Supreme Court Case Study: McDonald v. Chicago


Homework:
Read/take notes on 67-69 and complete the Court Case Analysis for Engel v. Vitale
Thursday, October 11
Discussion:
First Amendment: Freedom of Religion



Supreme Court Case Study: Lemon v. Kurtzman/Wisconsin v. Yoder



Video: Van Orden v. Perry
Homework:
Read/take notes on 69-74
Friday, October 12
Discussion:
First Amendment: Freedom of Speech, Part I
Homework:
Read/take notes on 74-76 
Monday, October 15
Discussion:
First Amendment: Freedom of Speech, Part II (Video: Virginia v. Black) 
Homework:
Read and take notes on 77-82 AND complete the Court Case Analysis for Gideon v. Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona, and Mapp v. Ohio, 
Tuesday, October 16
Discussion:
The Rights of Criminal Defendants


Groups: Supreme Court Case Analysis
Homework:
Read and taken notes on 83-88 AND complete the Court Case Analysis for Roe v. Wade, 



Planned Parenthood v. Casey, and Cruzan v. Missouri
Wednesday, October 17 (Early Release Day)
Discussion:
The Right to Privacy 


Groups: Supreme Court Case Analysis
Homework:
Study for AP Quiz on Civil Liberties
Thursday, October 18
Discussion:
Right to Privacy/Video: Roe v. Wade
Homework:
92-97 
Friday, October 19
Discussion:
Civil Rights Movement, Part I: Congress, Courts, and the Constitution 
Homework:
97-102 and complete the Supreme Court Case Analysis for Plessy v. Ferguson  
Monday, October 22
Discussion:
Civil Rights Movement, Part II: Congress, Courts and the Constitution 
Homework:
102-106 
Tuesday, October 23
Discussion: 
Civil Rights Movement, Part III: Congress, Courts and the Constitution


Document Analysis: Letter from a Birmingham Jail
Homework:
106-108, 113-115
Wednesday, October 24 (Pre-ACT impacts all sophomores)

Discussion:
Civil Rights Denied Based on Gender  

Homework:
115-120 
Thursday, October 25

Discussion:
Review for test  



Homework:
Study for test 
Friday, October 26

TEST: CIVIL LIBERTIES and CIVIL RIGHTS
REVIEW GUIDE

Part I – Terms/Concepts

Directions: Explain, in your own words, the significance of each of the terms or concepts below.  Simple definitions alone will not earn you the point.  
“With all deliberate speed”

Abolitionists

Abraham Lincoln

Accomodationists

Affirmative Action

Alien & Sedition Acts

Americans with Disabilities Act

Bad Tendency test

Bill of Rights

Bills of Attainder

Black codes

Black Lives Matter

Boycott

Brown v. Board of Education

Burger Court

Busing

Capital cases

Cesar Chavez

Civil disobedience

Civil Liberties

Civil Rights

Civil Rights Act of 1964

Civil Rights Act of 1968

Civil Rights Movement

Clear and Present Danger Test

Compelling state interest

De facto discrimination

De jure discrimination

Direct Incitement test

Dolores Huerta

Double Jeopardy

Due Process Clause

Due Process Rights

Dwight Eisenhower

Earl Warren

Emancipation Proclamation

English-only movements

Equal Pay Act of 1963

Equal Protection Clause

Equal Rights Amendment

Equality of opportunity

Equality of results

Espionage & Sedition Acts

Establishment clause

Ex Post Facto laws

Exclusionary rule

Fighting Words

Freedom of Expression

Freedom of Religion

Free-exercise clause

Good-faith exception

Grand Jury

Grandfather clauses

Habeas Corpus

Hate Speech

Incorporation

Intermediate standard of review

Jim Crow Laws

John F. Kennedy

Letter from a Birmingham Jail

Lemon test

Libel

Literacy tests

Lyndon Johnson

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Miller test

Minimum rationality test

NAACP

Obscenity

Occupy Wall Street

Patriot Act

Police Powers

Political correctness

Poll taxes

Prior Restraint

Probable cause

Racism

Reconstruction

Rights of aliens & disabled

Search warrant

Sedition

Segregation

Selective Incorporation

Separationists

September 11th
Sexual harassment

Strict scrutiny

Suspect classifications

Symbolic Speech

Title IX

Twenty-fourth Amendment

Undue Burden test

Voting Rights Act of 1965

Wall of separation

Warrant Court

Writ of Habeas Corpus

Part II - Short Answer Questions
Directions:  Complete the following questions with thoughtful responses that demonstrate a thorough understanding of the question.

1. Explain the roots of civil liberties in the Constitution and their development in the Bill of Rights

2. Outline the First Amendment liberties and limitations on the freedoms of speech, press, assembly, and petition.

3. Describe the second amendment right to bear arms and discuss the debates surrounding gun control

4. Outline the constitutional rights of defendants and the issues involved in protecting defendants’ guaranteed liberties

5. Explain the origins and significance of the right to privacy.

6. Evaluate how reforms to combat terrorism have affected civil liberties.

7. Trace the roots of movements to guarantee rights to African Americans and women.

8. Outline developments in African Americans’ and women’s push for equality from 1890 to 1955.

9. Analyze the legal protections enacted for African Americans’ and women’s civil rights since 1955.

10. Summarize the struggles of other group-differentiated minorities for civil rights.

11. Evaluate the standards by which civil rights are protected today and the reforms that are still necessary.

12. Why do the courts play so large a role in deciding what our civil liberties should be?

13. Since Congress enacts our laws, why has it not made certain that all groups have the same rights?

14. If the law supports equality of opportunity, why has affirmative action become so important?

15. Under what circumstances can men and women be treated differently?
Part III - Supreme Court Cases – “6 Word Project”

Directions: Complete a “six word” response for each of the court cases listed – in the three columns – earlier in the unit plan. In other words, describe each court case using no more than six words.  Example: a “six-word” response McCulloch v. Maryland may be “US bank was constitutional - federal government.” You do not need to complete those cases recognized as ‘support cases.’
1. Brandenburg v. Ohio

2. Brown v. Board of Ed

3. Brown v. Board of Ed II

4. Cruzan v. (Director) Missouri 

5. DC v. Heller

6. Dred Scott v. Sandford

7. Engel v. Vitale

8. Gideon v. Wainwright

9. Gitlow v. New York

10. Gratz v. Bollinger

11. Griswold v. Connecticut

12. Grutter v. Bollinger

13. Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier

14. Heart of Atlanta Motel v. US

15. Korematsu v. US

16. Lemon v. Kurtzman

17. Loving v. Virginia

18. Mapp v. Ohio

19. McDonald v. Chicago

20. Miller v. California

21. Miranda v. Arizona

22. New York Times v. Sullivan

23. NY Times v. US

24. Obergfell v. Hodges

25. Planned Parenthood v. Casey

26. Plessy v. Ferguson

27. Regents of U of Cali v. Bakke

28. Roe v. Wade
29. Schenk v. US

30. Swann v. Charlotte-Meck BOE

31. Texas v. Johnson

32. Tinker v. Des Moines

33. U.S. v. Eichman

34. U.S. v. Windsor

35. Weeks v. US

36. Wisconsin v. Yoder
