Name ______________
Date ______________

Unit 3 Project:  Developmental Psychology
    You may choose from either of the following three assignments:
I.  “Your Lot In Life”

     You will be randomly assigned to the position of an individual who is dealing with

a particular set of life conditions and will be asked to reflect on how that person’s lot

in life would affect development.  You should focus on the challenges facing the 

parents, the children, or both.  You may choose to consider various aspects of

development or explore one issue in depth.

     You will write a typed, 3-page paper based on library or Web research, and perhaps an 
investigation of community resources that might be relevant to your unique lot.
Review the published literature on your lot, while also learning about local agencies 

that might help you cope with your particular life circumstance.

II.  Interview An Older Person:
     You will interview someone who is at least 40 years old and who is not a member of your immediate

family.  The questions should be designed to help you understand the interests, concerns, behaviors,

motivations, and desires of the target group.  Among the questions you should ask:


1)  What do you like about being your age?


2)  What age would you like to be right now and why?


3)  Describe the best thing about being in your family.


4)  Describe the best thing about you.


5)  When you get angry, what do you do?


6)  What do you think is the best way to settle an argument?


7)  Is there anything that scares you about the future?  Explain.

8)  If you were granted two wishes about the future, what would they be?

     Before you interview the individual, predict his/her responses for later comparison.   You will write a

typed 3-page paper responding to the following questions:


1)  How did the person’s answers help you to understand them better?


2)  Were you surprised by some of the person’s answers?  Which specific responses surprised you?  Why?  What had you predicted?


3)  How did what you learned from his/her answers supplement what you have learned from our classroom and Myers’ discussion on human development in general and “Adulthood” specifically.


4)  In your essay, answer personally the same questions you posed to your interview subject.  Compare and contrast your answers.

     Those doing this assignment should submit, in addition to the final three-page paper, a copy of your

interview questions with:


a)  your subject’s actual answers


b)  your predictions for how your subject will answer


c)  your own personal answers to the same question

III.  Position Paper
     During the second semester, everyone will be required to write two position papers.  You will be presented with readings on controversial issues in psychology and asked to “take sides” in a three-page persuasive essay.  These essays will form the basis of classroom debate and discussion, most of which will take place after the AP exam in May.  For your Unit 3 project grade, you may opt to do a position paper on an issue relating to developmental psychology.

     I only have six copies of the 2nd edition Taking Sides book and three copies of the 3rd edition available, and you may only check this book out for one day.  Thus, it’s first-come, first-served, and if you wait too late, you’ll likely be out of luck.  Advice:  check out a book early and photocopy the article you are interested in.  Failure to return a book on time results in a five-point deduction per day.

     The paper itself is pretty simple.  A controversial issue is discussed, with one researcher taking a “YES” side and another taking a “NO” side.  Your task is to summarize and evaluate the main arguments for each side, and then take a position yourself on the issue.  Your opinion should constitute roughly half the paper.  Consider this a formal essay, although when discussing your own position, using the pronoun “I” is acceptable.  Do not lift quotes and/or passages from the readings to pad your essay.  I’ve read the book, so I know the difference between your original thoughts and those of the various authors.  Paraphrase the opinions of the authors in your own words.  Also, turn in a “clean” paper  --  not just spell-checked, but thoroughly edited.  Papers with numerous errors will see a deduction in grade.  It may help for you to go to the class website and download the file called Position Paper Structure and Checklist, under “Course Readings and Assignments.”
     Eligible Topics:

Both Editions:
Issue Two:  Are Peers More Important Than Parents During The Process Of Development?
Issue Three:  Do Significant Innate Differences Influence the Career Success of Males and Females?
Issue Five:  Is There A “Myth of the First Three Years”?

Issue Six:  Are There Good Reasons To Allow Infants To Consume Electronic Media, Such As Television?

Issue Seven:  Is Advertising Responsible For Childhood Obesity?

Issue Nine:  Is Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD/ADHD) a Legitimate Medical Condition That Affects Childhood Behavior?
Issue 11:  Should Contemporary Adolescents Be Engaged In More Structured Activities?

Issue 14:  Are College Graduates Unprepared for Adulthood and the World of Work?

Issue 15:  Is The Institution Of Marriage At Risk?

Issue 17:  Is Religion A Pure Good In Facilitating Well-Being During Adulthood?

Issue 20:  Should The Terminally Ill Be Able To Have Physicians Help Them Die?

2nd Edition Only:
Issue Four:  Does Prenatal Exposure To Drugs Such As Cocaine Create “Crack Babies” With Special Developmental Concerns?
Issue 10:  Are Efforts to Improve Self-Esteem Misguided?

Issue 12:  Does Violent Media Cause Teenage Aggression?

Issue 13:  Are Contemporary Young Adults More Selfish Than Previous Generations?

Issue 16:  Can Lesbian And Gay Couples Be Appropriate Parents For Children?

Issue 18:  Can We Universally Define “Successful Aging?”

Issue 19:  Are Brain Exercises Unhelpful In Preventing Cognitive Decline In Old Age?

3rd Edition Only:
Issue Four:  Is Drinking Alcohol While Pregnant an Unnecessary Risk to Prenatal Development?
Issue 11:  Does the Adolescent Brain Make Risk-Taking Inevitable?

Issue 12:  Is There a “Narcissism Epidemic” Among Contemporary Young Adults?

Issue 17:  Are Professional Women “Opting Out” of Work by Choice?
Due Date:  Oct. 28 for both classes (must have printed document;  no Sharing on Google docs)
Note:  This project grade will go on the Second-Quarter grade.
