AP Government & Politics with Honors Civics/Economics
Unit 4: Political Behaviors and Beliefs (2018-2019)
OVERVIEW
Our fourth unit focuses on political beliefs and behaviors and will incorporate political culture, public opinion, political participation, voting and elections.  As you will see from the unit plan below, this is a rather large and comprehensive unit.  It covers some information from Chapter 10 (Public Opinion and Political Socialization) and Chapter 12 (Campaigns, Elections, and Voting). Please pay special attention to the reading assignments. 

SECOND QUARTER PROJECT – P3: Political Party Project
Have you ever thought about running for office? Now is your chance! Your second quarter project is titled P3: Political Party Project and it will be a three part project including a party platform, campaign brochure, and YouTube commercial. Groups will be assigned. 
· Part I:  Write the Party Platform (Due – electronically – Monday, December 3rd)
Each political party creates a party platform that reflects eight of the following topics: (a) Abortion, (b) Affirmative Action, (c) Defense/National Security, (d) Education, (e) Environment/Global Warming, (f) LGBTQ/Gay Rights, (g) Gun Control, (h) Healthcare, (i) Role of government, and (j) Tax Reform. You can find the actual platforms for the main two political parties online; these should not be copied and should only serve as a guide. The platforms should reflect the interests of your candidate/group.  

· Part II:  Design your Campaign Brochure (Due Monday, December 10th)

You will be designing a campaign brochure.  One member of the group will be the candidate.  You will need to think about the tasks of the office that your candidate is seeking, and how your candidate is qualified for the position.  You must follow these requirements:

· Include the name of the candidate, the office he/she is seeking, the party affiliation, and a photograph

· Describe how the candidate meets the requirements to run for this office (bend the truth a little)

· Summarize your viewpoint on five topics from your platform

· Include at least three personal experiences that will influence the public to vote for your candidate.

This will be graded based upon the proficiency with which your respond to the four bullet-points above including originality and your effectiveness in “selling” your candidate.  

· Part III:  Create the Campaign Commercial (Due Monday, December 17th)
You will have two-three minutes of free airtime to “sell” your candidate to a mass audience.   Your commercial should draw heavily from the information included in your campaign brochure and you must include at least two platform items.  In addition, the commercial should utilize at least five of the seven propaganda techniques discussed in class.  You must post your video on YouTube and your commercials must be school-appropriate.  Please make sure that the link is working before the due date.  
UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. Define what scholars mean by political culture, and list some of the dominant aspects of political culture in the U.S.

2. Describe the beginnings of public opinion research.
3. Describe the methods for conducting and analyzing different types of public opinion polls.
4. Assess the influence of political ideology on political attitudes and behaviors.
5. Explain how the agents of socialization influence the development of political attitudes.
6. Evaluate the effects of public opinion on policy making.
7. Compare and contrast presidential and congressional elections, and explain the incumbency advantage.
8. Outline how campaigns are organized and evaluate methods for reaching voters.
9. Evaluate the influence of money in elections and the main approaches to campaign finance reform.
10. Analyze the factors that influence voter turnout and voter choice.
11. Evaluate concerns with the electoral process and proposed reforms to address them.
12. Explain the apparent absence of class consciousness in this country.
13. Explain why some are concerned about the growth of mistrust in government and why others regard it as normal 
14. Define internal and external feelings of political efficacy, and explain how the level of each of these has varied over the past generation.
15. Describe the sources of our political attitudes, and indicate the most significant.
16. Explain why there is no single cleavage between liberals and conservatives in this country and why there are crosscutting cleavages. 
17. Define political ideology and state why most Americans do not think ideologically. Summarize the liberal positions on the economy, civil rights, and political conduct. 
18. Explain the reasons for low voter turnout and why the remedies for this problem are off base. 
19. Describe how the control of elections has shifted from the states to the federal government, and explain what effects this shift has had on blacks, women, and youths.
20. State both sides of the debate over whether voter turnout has declined over the past century, and describe those factors that tend to hold down voter turnout in this country.
21. Discuss those factors that appear to be associated with high or low political participation.
22. Explain why elections in the United States are both more democratic and less democratic than those of other countries.
23. Discuss how important campaign funding is to election outcomes, what the major sources of such funding are under current law, and how successful reform legislation has been in purifying U.S. elections 
24. Discuss the partisan effects of campaigns, or why the party with the most registered voters does not always win the election.
25. Outline the major arguments on either side of the question of whether elections result in major changes in public policy in the United States.
Wednesday, October 31
TEST: CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
Homework:
233 (start at “forming political opinions”)-237
Thursday, November 1

Discussion:
Test Analysis and Unit Overview

Homework:
231-233 and complete “Political Ideology Survey” and “Political Typology Quiz” found 



on the class website. 
Provide a written response to the ideology tests that identifies your 



result from each “test” and what that means and eight take-aways from the tests with 



regards to ideology.

Friday, November 2

Discussion:
An Introduction to American Political Culture: Socialization and Ideology


Homework:
 271-275
Monday, November 5

Discussion:
Political Ideology/Roots of American Elections



10 Steps to the Presidency

Homework:
275-280
Tuesday, November 6 (Election Day—Late Arrival)

Discussion:
10 Steps to the American Presidency

Homework:
280-284

Wednesday, November 7
Discussion:
10 Steps to the American Presidency

Homework:
284-289
Thursday, November 8
Discussion:
10 Steps to the American Presidency
Homework:
289-295
Friday, November 9

Discussion:
10 Steps to the American Presidency 

Homework:
295-299 and annotate “Why Americans Still Don’t Vote and Why Politicians want it…” 
Monday, November 12 (No School Veterans Day)

NO SCHOOL VETERAN’S DAY
Tuesday, November 13

Discussion:
10 Steps to the American Presidency


Homework:
 299-303 and read/take notes on “The Electoral College: Top 3 Pros and Cons” 
Wednesday, November 14

 Discussion
Electoral Reform


 Homework:
222-227

Thursday, November 15

Discussion:
Public Opinion, Part I: The Process


Homework:
227-231 and study for test 

Friday, November 16

Discussion:
Public Opinion, Part II: The Data 

Homework:
Read/annotate “Public Opinion and American Democracy” and study for test
Monday, November 19

Discussion:
Review

Homework:
Study for Test
Tuesday, November 20

TEST #4: POLITICAL BELIEFS AND BEHAVIORS

Homework:
Enjoy your break!
REVIEW GUIDE

DIRECTIONS

In order to receive the additional two points for the review guide, you must complete the following assignment: (1) define the words listed under the vocabulary section and explain the significance of the term on elections/voting, public opinion, or political culture; (2) answer all of the short answer questions; (3) complete the generalizations.  
PART I – VOCABULARY

“Winner-take-all”

527 Organizations

Absentee Ballots

American National Election Studies 

Secret ballot

Benchmark Poll

Bipartisan

Campaign Polls

Caucus

Citizens United v. FEC

Closed primary

Communitarians

Conservative
Cross-over voting
Delegates

Economic Conservatives

Economic Liberals

Electoral College

Electoral mandate

Exit Polls

FEC

Front-loading

Front-runner

Gallup 

Gender gap

General election

Get-out-the-vote drives

Government matching funds

Hard money

Incumbent

Individualism

Invisible primary

Issue Advocacy Ads

Issue ownership

Liberal

Libertarians

Margin of Error

Marriage Gap

McCutcheon v. FEC

Media Bias

Momentum

Motor Voter Bill

National Conventions

National Poll

Negative advertising

Normative

On-line processing

Open primary

Opinion leaders

Oppo research

Political Action Committees

Political culture

Political efficacy

Political Generations

Political ideology

Political socialization

Political Spectrum

Position issues

Primaries

Procedural Guarantees

Prospective voting

Public opinion

Public Opinion Polls

Push polls

Random sample

Rational ignorance

Registered voters

Retrospective voting

Sample

Sample bias

Sampling error

Social connectedness

Social Conservatives

Social Liberals

Soft money

Spiral of Silence

Straw Polls

Tolerance

Tracking Poll

Two-step flow of information

Valence issue

Voter Apathy

Voter mobilization

Voter Registration

Wedge issu

PART II – UNIT OBJECTIVES

1. Define what scholars mean by political culture, and list some of the dominant aspects of political culture in the U.S.

2. Describe the beginnings of public opinion research.
3. Describe the methods for conducting and analyzing different types of public opinion polls.
4. Assess the influence of political ideology on political attitudes and behaviors.
5. Explain how the agents of socialization influence the development of political attitudes.
6. Evaluate the effects of public opinion on policy making.
7. Compare and contrast presidential and congressional elections, and explain the incumbency advantage.
8. Outline how campaigns are organized and evaluate methods for reaching voters.
9. Evaluate the influence of money in elections and the main approaches to campaign finance reform.
10. Analyze the factors that influence voter turnout and voter choice.
11. Evaluate concerns with the electoral process and proposed reforms to address them.
12. Explain the apparent absence of class consciousness in this country.
13. Explain why some are concerned about the growth of mistrust in government and why others regard it as normal 
14. Define internal and external feelings of political efficacy, and explain how the level of each of these has varied over the past generation.
15. Describe the sources of our political attitudes, and indicate the most significant.
16. Explain why there is no single cleavage between liberals and conservatives in this country and why there are crosscutting cleavages. 
17. Define political ideology and state why most Americans do not think ideologically. Summarize the liberal positions on the economy, civil rights, and political conduct. 
18. Explain the reasons for low voter turnout and why the remedies for this problem are off base. 
19. Describe how the control of elections has shifted from the states to the federal government, and explain what effects this shift has had on blacks, women, and youths.
20. State both sides of the debate over whether voter turnout has declined over the past century, and describe those factors that tend to hold down voter turnout in this country.
21. Discuss those factors that appear to be associated with high or low political participation.
22. Explain why elections in the United States are both more democratic and less democratic than those of other countries.
23. Discuss how important campaign funding is to election outcomes, what the major sources of such funding are under current law, and how successful reform legislation has been in purifying U.S. elections 
24. Discuss the partisan effects of campaigns, or why the party with the most registered voters does not always win the election.
25. Outline the major arguments on either side of the question of whether elections result in major changes in public policy in the United States.[image: image1.png]



