AP Government & Politics with Honors Civics/Economics
Unit 8: The Judicial Branch (2018-2019)

INTRODUCTION

During this unit we will be discussing the last of the three branches of government, the Judicial Branch.  We will also take time to review the unit on Civil liberties and Civil Rights.  Civics curriculum included in this unit covers civil, criminal, and juvenile laws.  
PROJECT
Remember your ongoing project:  a formal analysis of recent happenings that specifically deal directly with both the Legislative and Executive Branches.  Your analysis/reflection should address the following points:

· What have you learned about the Congress and the Presidency through the articles? Think about the characteristics, challenges, obstacles, relationship with other institutions of government, and conclusions you can draw about that institution.

· What issues are driving the public agenda based on what you have read about Congress? What are the most important issues? Is there any debate over the role of Congress with regards to the issues that are mentioned? If so, what are the debates?

· What terms from our unit on Congress and the Presidency have been reinforced through the current events/issues discussed?
· What sources did you use? Did you detect any bias in what you read? If so, what was it and how does it impact our larger understanding of Congress?

The format for this analysis is as follows: typed, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, Times New Roman, and a minimum of 3 pages (no more than 4).  Your writing should be close to flawless – assume that the English Teacher From Hell will be grading your paper.  You must submit your project in a folder – 10 articles and analysis sheets in each pocket. YOUR FINAL PROJECT IS DUE MONDAY, MARCH 4th.
AP EXAM REVIEW

· Monday, February 25 - Unit 2: Constitutional Underpinnings and Federalism (Chapters 2, 3)

· Thursday, March 7  – Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Chapters 4, 5)

· Thursday, March 21  – Unit 4: Political Beliefs and Behaviors (Chapters 10, 12)

· Thursday, April 4 – Unit 5: Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Media (Chapters 11, 13, 14)

Thursday, April 18 – Unit 6-8: Three Branches of Government (Chapters 6-9)
UNIT PROJECT
We will be working through two different mock trial assignments.  Each student will be given a role (lawyer, witness, accused, etc) to play in one of the trials, and will serve on the jury in the other trial.  While this is an individual grade, each person’s performance will be crucial to the overall trial.  Much of this project will be done in class, and will count as a Civics test grade.
UNIT OBJECTIVES

The objectives and essential questions for this unit are as follows:

1. What are the purposes of laws? What sources influenced our laws? Why is it important that laws reflect the values of the people for whom they are being made?

2. Explain what judicial review is, and trace its origin in this country to Marbury v. Madison.

3. List and comment on the three eras of varying Supreme Court influences on national policy from the days of slavery to the present.
4. Define jurisdiction. Identify examples at all levels.
5. Explain what is meant by a dual court system, and describe the effects it has on how cases are handled and appealed.

6. List the various steps that cases go through to be appealed to the Supreme Court, and explain the considerations involved at each level. How does precedent play a role in Supreme Court decisions?

7. Discuss why US courts are considered to be adversarial.
8. Discuss the dimensions of power exercised today by the Supreme Court and the opposing viewpoints on the desirability of activism by that court.

9. How are the courts (including the Supreme Court) above politics? With that said, to what degree is the Supreme Court a political institution?
10. Identify the different steps, procedures, and outcomes of a civil case and a criminal case. Your answer should include appropriate vocabulary (you may create a chart that explains each step)
11. What is the difference between a misdemeanor and a felony? Provide examples of each.
12. Explain the differences between local, state, and federal courts.

13. Review important Supreme Court case decisions that protect the rights of the accused.
14. Review amendments that protect the rights of the accused.

15. Explain four checks that the judicial branch has over other branches.
Thursday, Feb. 21
TEST:

Executive Branch
Homework:
Textbook pages 200-203 and Article III of the Constitution
Friday, Feb. 22
Discussion: 
Test 7 results, A Look at Unit Calendar

Activity:

Finish “12 Angry Men”
Homework:
 Finish Unit 2 Concept Cards
Monday, Feb. 25
Discussion: 
The Structure and Organization of the American Court System
Activity:

Taking a Case to Court



Timeline of a Federal Case
Homework:
 Textbook pages 195-200
Tuesday, Feb. 26
Discussion:
Constitutional Provisions and Judicial Review
Video: 

Supreme Court

Activity:

A Court’s Place and Power around the World
Homework
Textbook pages 203-209 and Print out “Pursuit of Justices” article by David Yalof from website
Wednesday, Feb. 27
Discussion:
Politics and the Supreme Court, Part I: Members and Makeup
Activity:

Judge Shopping: DACA and Trump’s Executive Order on Immigration
Homework:
Textbook pages 209-217
Thursday, Feb. 28
Discussion: 
Politics and the Supreme Court, Part II: Choosing and Deciding Cases
Activity:

Plaintiff Shopping Jigsaw


Homework:
Read Why Supreme Court Originalists are Wrong About the Constitution by Zach Miners https://www.usnews.com/opinion/articles/2010/06/03/why-supreme-court-originalists-are-wrong-about-the-constitution and Scalia Defends Originalism as Best Methodology for Judging Law by Mary Wood http://content.law.virginia.edu/news/2010_spr/scalia.htm 
Friday, March 1
Discussion:
Originalism v. Revisionism

Activity:

Deciding a Case with Each Philosophy



Stephen E. Sachs: Originalists Against Trump 
Homework:
Read and Annotate article “Storm Center” from website


Current Events Project due Monday

Monday, March 4
Discussion:
Political Effects on Judicial Decisions and their Implementation
Activity:

Referendum v. Court Opinion 


Judge Shopping

Homework:
Read from “The Basic Steps in a Civil Lawsuit” at http://www.shestokas.com/general-law/the-basic-steps-in-a-civil-lawsuit-civil-law-process/.



(Assignment is to come) Do not read/take notes on the comments at the bottom
Tuesday, March 5
Discussion:
Types of Law and Civil Cases
Homework:
Read from “Steps in the Federal Criminal Process” (Links are on the right-hand side --in the menu box, Criminal Justice Steps--skip pre-trial and post-trial sections) at http://www.justice.gov/usao/justice101/steps.html.
Note:

There will be a graded class work assignment based on this reading
Wednesday, March 6
Discussion:
Criminal Cases
Homework:
Read Philosophies of Punishment, posted on class website
Thursday, March 7
Discussion:
Justifications for Punishment

Activity:

How would you Punish Roswell Gilbert?

Video:

Dr. Jack Kevorkian and the Ethics of Mercy Killing 
Homework:
Read Reforming Juvenile Justice: A Developmental Approach pages 50-57
Friday, March 8
Discussion:
Juvenile Justice

Activity:

Cash for Kids



Raise the Age NC
Homework:
TBA
Monday, March 11
Discussion:
Vexing Criminal Justice Problems Throughout History
Activity:

Bernard Getz and Dr. Paul Kersey



The Crimes of Womanhood



Margaret Garner: Jury Nullification
Homework:
Study for test
Tuesday, March 12
Discussion:
Review Day
Homework:
Study for test
Wednesday, March 13
Test:
Judicial Branch
Homework:
Read your court case packet
Thursday, March 14
Discussion:
Prepare for Mock Trial
Homework:
Work on Mock Trial and Jury Assignment

Friday, March 15 
Discussion:
Prepare for Mock Trial
Homework:
Work on Mock Trial and Jury Assignment

Monday, March 18 
Discussion:
Prepare for Mock Trial

Homework:
Work on Mock Trial and Jury Assignment
Tuesday, March 19 
Discussion:
Mock Trial, Day #1

Homework:
Work on Mock Trial and Jury Assignment
Wednesday, March 20 
Discussion:
Mock Trial, Day #2

Homework:
TBD
