Name ________________
Questions from “Secrets of a Wild Child”

1.  What kind of behaviors did Genie exhibit when first discovered?
2.  Why did her father keep her isolated?  What ultimately happened to her father?

3.  Where was Victor, the “original wild child,” from?
4.  What did Victor indifferent to?  What does that perhaps indicate about humans?

5.  Did Itard believe Victor was retarded?  Why or why not?

6.  What nature linguist (we studied him) entered the debate over how to handle Genie?

7.  What hypothesis could Genie help put to the test?
8.  What did Genie have a passion for, especially with liquid?

9.  Why did Jean Butler keep other scientists away from Genie?
10.  What did David Rigler become for Genie?

11.  What did Marilyn Rigler teach Genie to do to express her anger?

12.  What breakthrough occurred during Genie’s role-playing?

13.  How long did Victor live?

14.  Researchers working with Genie debated over whether she was retarded at birth.  Give one argument for each position:


Yes:


No:

15.  What did the National Institute of Mental Health cut off?  What did the Riglers decide to do?

16.  In Susan Curtis’ research, what seemed to support the “critical period” hypothesis?

17.  Where did Genie return?  Did it work?

18.  Who got sued?  By whom?  On what grounds?

19.  What did Genie get punished for that caused her to be returned to the children’s hospital?  What did Genie then not want to do?

Extra Credit:  Write up a brief, 1-2 paragraph answer.  Report back to the class next time we meet.  First-come, first-served (via E-mail).

What happened to Genie?  If she’s still alive, what is her status?
