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Questions for “Secrets of the Mind”
In his research on the human brain, V.S. Ramachandran pretends he’s like what literary figure?

Phantom-Limb Syndrome:
What did Derrick feel when he was shaving?

What is Ramachandran’s theory for phantom-limb syndrome?

What did he use to vindicate his theory?

What other “phantom” symptoms does he think are possible?

How did Ramachandran help James un-cramp his phantom hand?
Blindsight:
What’s Graham’s  problem?  What can he see?  What can’t he see?  His vision is similar to what animals?

Ramachandran talks about two vision pathways.  What’s the difference?  How does the “zombie” pathway help us in everyday life?

What caused Peggy’s visual neglect?

How many areas of the brain are concerned with “seeing”?

Kapgrasse Delusion (I have no idea whether I spelled that correctly)
What was David’s delusion after his car accident?

What other delusions did he have?

What would be the Freudian explanation for this delusion?  How does Ramachandran discount this?

What was Ramachandran’s hunch about this delusion?  What was the breakthrough that indicated his hunch might be correct?

Temporal Lobe Epilepsy: (and questions about religion)

What triggered John’s worst episode?  How did he feel after his seizures?

What’s common in patients who suffer from temporal lobe seizures?

Philosophical Question:  Is there an area in the brain “dedicated” to religious belief?  Explain Ramachandran’s somewhat evolutionary theory.  Should psychologists try to treat John’s seizures?
